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with the bright light of the Ignatiuses, the Polycarps, the Basils, the
Ephrems, and the Chrysostoms, blessed by the example and supported
by the prayers of legions of eminent saints, are fallen a prey to almost
universal vice and infidelity. With what floods of tears can we sufficiently
bewail so grievous a misfortune, and implore the divine mercy in behalf
of so many souls! How ought we to be alarmed at the consideration of so
many dreadful examples of God's inscrutable judgments, and tremble
for ourselves! " Let him who stands beware lest he fall. Hold fast what
thou hast," says the oracle of the Holy Ghost to every one of us, " lest
another bear away thy crown.**

The following feasts are celebrated on February 21:

ST DANIEL, a priest, and ST VERDA (in Chaldaic, " a Rose "), a virgin consecrated to God;
they were first tortured and then martyred in Persia, 344 : St Maruthas chronicles their triumph
in a few words: ST GERMAN, Abbot of Granfel, and ST RANDAUT, martyred about 666: ST
MARGA&ET OF CORTONA, whose feast is celebrated on this date in the dioceses of England (see
Feb. 32): BLESSED PEPIN of Landen, mayor of the palace to three kings; his two daughter*
became saints: and ST SEVERIANUS.

FEBRUARY 22

ST MARGARET OF CORTONA, PENITENT
(A.D. 1297)

[From her life written by her confessor, in the Acta Sanctorum ; by BoUandus, p. 298.  Wadding,
Anna!. FF. Minorum ad an. 1297; and the Lives of the SS. of Third Ord. by Barb. t. i. p. 508.]

MARGARET was a native of Alviano, in Tuscany.    The harshness of a
step-mother, and her own indulged propension to vice, cast her headlong
into the greatest disorders*  The sight of the carcass of a man, half putrified,
who had been her gallant, struck her with so great a fear of the divine
judgments, and with so deep a sense of the treachery of this world, that
she in a moment became a perfect penitent*   The first thing she did was
to throw herself at her father's feet, bathed in tears, to beg his pardon for
her contempt of his authority and fatherly admonitions.    She spent the
days and nights in tears: and to repair the scandal she had given by her
crimes, she went to the parish church of Alviano, with a rope about her
neck, and thert asked public pardon for them.   After this she repaired
to Coitona, and made her most penitent confession to a father of the order
of St Francis, who admired the great sentiments of compunction with which
the was filled, and prescribed her austerities and practices suitable to her
fervour.   Her conversion happened in the year 1274, the twenty-fifth of
her tge,   She was assaulted by violent temptations of various kinds, but
ccmrtgeoosly overcame them, and after a trial of three years was admitted
ID fax profession among the penitents of the third order of St Francis,
it* Corftmt*   The extraordinary austerities with which she punished her
criminal flesh soon disfigured bar body.    To exterior mortification she
joined all sorts <rf lurniiliations;  and the confusion with which she was